
In
D

ecem
ber

1914,
P

rim
e

M
inister

B
orden

h
ad

told
the

C
anadian

people
th

at
“there

h
as.n

o
t

been,
there

w
ill

not
be,

com
pulsion

or
conscription.”

H
ow

ever,
by

1916,
C

anadian
forces

in
E

urope
needed

75
000

m
en

annually
ju

st
to

replace
losses.

B
y

1917,
en

listm
en

ts
w

ere
so

low
th

at
the

arm
y

often
sent

w
ounded

soldiers
back

to
the

fro
n

t
before

they
had

fully
recovered

from
their

w
ounds.

E
v
id

e
n
c
e

1
.1

0
h

Source:
D

ata
from

Statistics
C

anada.

O
n

A
ugust

28,
1917,

the
governm

ent
relu

ctan
tly

p
assed

the
M

ilitary
S

ervice
A

ct,
w

hich
allow

ed
conscription

of
sin

gle
m

en
betw

een
the

ages
of

20
and

35
if

necessary.
In

N
ovem

ber
1917,

B
orden

and
a

new
U

nion
party,

m
ade

up
of

the
C

onservative
P

arty
and

E
nglish-speaking

L
iberals,

w
on

the
federal

election.
O

n
January

1,
1918,

the
new

g
o
v

ern
m

en
t

began
to

enforce
the

M
ilitary

S
ervice

A
ct.

F
rench

C
anadians

in
p

articu
lar

o
p
p
o
sed

conscription,
som

etim
es

violently.
W

hile
the

stro
n
g
est

and
m

o
st

violent
reactio

n
w

as
in

Q
uebec,

there
w

ere
d
em

o
n
stratio

n
s

else-

W
hat

do
th

ese
statistics

su
g
g
est

ab
o
u
t

v
o
lu

n
tary

en
listm

en
ts

am
o
n
g

C
anadian-born?

H
ow

m
ight

th
e

evidence
explain

som
e

F
rench

C
anadians’

reluctance
to

join
th

e
C

anadian
arm

y?

From
1916

on,
and

especially
during

the
conscription

crisis,
in

E
nglish

C
anada

there
w

ere
often

efforts
to

sham
e

m
en

into
enlisting.

H
ere,

soldiers
stand

by
a

sign
denouncing

m
en

w
ho

did
not

sign
up

for
the

w
ar.

M
em

bers
of

the
w

om
en’s

organization
Im

perial
O

rder
of

D
aughters

of
the

E
m

pire
(lO

D
E)

and
others

pinned
a

w
hite

chicken
feather

on
m

en
w

ho
w

ere
not

in
the

services
to

expose
them

as
“cow

ards:’

W
hat

im
p
act

w
ould

th
is

actio
n

have
on

th
e

m
en

w
ho

had
n
o
t

en
listed

?
W

hat
w

ould
you

have
d
o
n
e

in
resp

o
n

se,
an

d
w

hy?

SOM
E

STATISTICS
TO

THINK
ABOUT

•
W

hen
w

ar
w

as
declared,

only
10

percent
of

the
population

of
C

anada
w

as
B

ritish-born.Ye
33

000
troops

that
w

ent
to

B
ritain

in
O

ctober
1914,

tw
o-thirds

had
been

born
in

the
B

ritis
and

had
im

m
igrated

to
C

anada
in

the
15

years
before

1914.
•

By
the

end
of

the
w

ar
in

1918,
of

E
nglish-C

anadian
volunteers,

70
percent

w
ere

recent
im

i
from

B
ritain.

I
O

ne
thousand

French
C

anadian
volunteers

w
ere

in
the

first
contingent

to
go

to
B

ritain.
•

French
C

anadians
w

ho
volunteered

for
overseas

service
did

not,
at

the
outset

of
the

w
ar,

I
regim

ents
of

their
ow

n. T
hey

w
ere

scattered
throughout

the
arm

y,
serving

under
E

nglish-,
officers.

Instruction
m

anuals
w

ere
in

E
nglish.

F
rench-C

anadian
soldiers,

no
m

atter
how

w
c

w
ere

generally
not

prom
oted

to
high

officer
positions.

Even
after

a
French

regim
ent

w
as

f
m

any
French

volunteers
continued

to
be

scattered
throughout

E
nglish-speaking

com
pan

•
In

Q
uebec,

m
ost

recruitm
ent

w
as

carried
out

by
P

rotestant,
often

E
nglish-speaking,

clergy

a)
C

anada
should

have
provided

any
support

B
ritain

requested
(m

ilitary,
supplies,

etc

b)
C

onscription
w

as
the

only
possible

solution
to

the
shortage

of
voluntary

enlistm
er

in
1917.

3.
C

reate
an

organizer
of

causes
and

consequences
for

C
anada’s

decision
to

support
Brit

w
ith

a
m

ilitary
force.

G
ive

evidence
for

your
entries.

D
ifferentiate

betw
een

intended
a

unintended
consequences.

I

E
nlistm

ents
versus

casualties,
1917.

W
hat

w
ould

you
d
o

if
you

w
ere

prim
e

m
in

ister
an

d
w

ere
faced

w
ith

th
ese

statistics?
A

ssum
e

th
at

you,
like

B
orden

an
d

o
th

er
lead

ers,
b
eliev

ed
th

at
th

e
w

ar
w

ould
go

on
for

a
long

tim
e

yet.W
hat

w
ould

be
y
o
u
r

stan
d

if
you

w
ere

a
F

rench
C

anadian
or

a
farm

er?
E

xplain
your

p
o
sitio

n
.
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Source: A
dapted

from
D

r.
S

erge
D

urfiinger,
M

ilitary
H

istory:
D

ispatches:
B

ackgrouriders
in

C
anadian

M
ilitary

H
istory

(O
ttaw

a:
C

anadian
W

ar
M

useum
,

M
ay

6,2005).

E
v
id

en
ce

1
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•
M

ost
C

anadian-born
m

en
of

m
ilitary

age,
regardless

of
language,

did
not

volunteer.
Incluc

am
ong

these
C

anadians
w

ere
farm

ers;
im

m
igrants

from
E

uropean
countries

other
than

Br
France;

labourers;
and

m
arried

m
en.

Farm
ers

and
labourers

argued
that

they
and

their
fan

including
service-aged

sons,
w

ere
needed

to
carry

out
the

w
ork

of
grow

ing
food

and
m

anufacturing
supplies

for
the

w
ar

effort.
A

s
w

ell,
D

oukhobors,
M

ennonites,
and

H
utterit

w
ith

m
any

other
C

anadians,
w

ere
pacifists

and
resisted

going
to

w
ar.

6000

4000

20000
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February
M

arch
April

(Vim
y

Ridge)
May

June
July

August
September

October
(Hill 70)

(Passchendaele)

w
here

as
w

ell.
In

June
1918,

farm
ers

from
across

C
anada

stag
ed

a
m

assive
p

ro
test

in
O

ttaw
a.

T
hey

com
plained

that
the

exem
ptions

from
m

ilitary
service

given
to

their
sons

at
the

beginning
of

the
w

ar
w

ere
being

taken
aw

ay—
at

a
tim

e
w

hen
their

sons
w

ere
d
esp

erately
needed

at
hom

e.
L

abour
leaders,

too,
o
p
p
o
sed

co
n
scrip

tio
n

and
considered

calling
a

general
strike

in
p
ro

test.
C

onscription
raised

about
120

000
soldiers,

of
w

hom
47

000
m

en
w

ent
overseas.

H
ow

ever,
the

w
ar

ended
before

m
o
st

of
these

m
en

faced
com

bat.

A
ssum

e
you

are
a

young
person

in
1914

w
ho

could
be

called
on

to
help

in
the

w
ar

effort.
W

rite
a

supported
opinion

paragraph
on

w
hichever

argum
ent

presented
in

S
ection

O
ne

you
w

ould
support

and
w

hy.
(A

n
opinion

paragraph
presents

a
clear

opinion
or

point
of

view
on

a
topic.

B
egin

w
ith

a
clear

topic
sentence,

such
as

w
heth

you
w

ould
support

the
w

ar
effort

in
1914.

In
the

body
of

the
paragraph,

provide
rea

and
evidence,

including
facts,

exam
ples,

or
quotations

to
support

your
opinion.

U
se

w
ords

to
persuade

the
reader

of
your

opinion.
E

nd
w

ith
a

concluding
sentence.)

In
sm

all
groups

of
four

to
six,

debate
one

of
the

follow
ing

statem
ents,

w
ith

a
focus

O
i

causes
and

consequences:
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SOURCES:
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TO
VOLUNTEER

OR
NOT

TO
VOLUNTEER?

1


