
B
ackground

&
fter

the
S

econd
W

orld
W

ar,
F

rance
attem

pted
to

regain
its

hold
over

its
colon1es

of
L

aos,
C

am
bodia,

and
V

ietnam
in

Indochina.
It

had
little

jjfficulty
establishing

control
in

L
aos

and
C

am
bodia,

but
m

et
strong

resis
tance

from
the

com
m

unist
p
arty

in
the

north
p
art

of
V

ietnam
.

In
1954,

after
nearly

a
decade

of
struggle,

the
French

suffered
a

m
ajor

defeat
at

D
ien

B
ien

P
hu

in
n
o
rth

w
estern

V
iet

nam
.

A
n

international
conference

in
G

eneva
agreed

th
at

the
V

ietnam
fighting

should
be

concluded
by

a
ceasefire

betw
een

F
rance

and
the

com
m

unist
forces

in
N

orth
V

ietnam
.

France
agreed

to
w

ithdraw
from

its
form

er
Indochinese

colonies.
In

the
agreem

ent,
V

ietnam
w

as
divided

into
tw

o
p
arts

at
the

17th
parallel,

w
ith

a
com

m
unist

p
arty

in
charge

in
the

N
orth

and
an

anti-
com

m
unist

party
in

charge
in

the
South.

T
he

p
artitio

n
w

as
m

eant
to

be
tem

porary
until

free
elections

could
be

held
to

reunite
N

orth
and

S
outh.

E
lections

w
ere

never
held.

In
the

19
SO

s
and

1960s,
W

estern
countries

w
ere

afraid
of

grow
ing

com
m

unist
stren

g
th

around
the

w
orld.

L
eaders

of
m

any
countries

believed
in

w
hat

w
as

called
the

“dom
ino

theory”:
once

one
country

in
a

region
fell

to
com

m
unism

,
all

neighbouring
countries

w
ere

in
d
a
n

ger
of

falling
as

w
ell.

T
his

belief
w

as
a

m
ajor

reason
for

U
S

involvem
ent

in
V

ietnam
.

By
the

early
1960s,

the
U

nited
States

w
as

actively
propping

up
the

South
V

ietnam
ese

regim
e,

w
hose

capital
w

as
Saigon,

in
its

struggle
against

the
S

outh
V

ietnam
ese

co
rn

m
unist

forces
(the

N
ational

L
ib

era
tion

F
ront

for
S

outh
V

ietnam
),

w
ho

W
ere

su
p
p
o
rted

by
the

N
orth

V
iet

nam
ese

goverm
T

lent
in

H
anoi.

U
S

assistance
at

first
took

the
form

of
C

eononhic
aid

and
provision

of
m

ili
tary

advisers.
H

ow
ever,

by
1964,

an
increashig

num
ber

of
A

m
erican

co
m

bat
troops

w
ere

being
sent

to
fight

in
South

V
ietnam

.
In

F
ebruary

1965,
U

S
President

L
yndon

Johnson
initiated

large-scale
bom

bing
of

N
orth

V
iet

m
ain.

B
y

1968,
there

w
ere

alm
ost

0O
000

U
S

tro
o
p
s

in
S

outh
V

ietnam
.

A
s

the
U

nited
S

tates
increased

its
SU

Pport
of

the
S

outh,
C

hina
and

the
SO

viet
U

nion
sen

t
m

o
re

su
p

p
lies

to
the

N
orth.

Your
reactions

Conclusions
about

Canada—
US

relations

2.
A

s
you

read
the

background
(left)

on
the

V
ietnam

conflict,
organize

your
ideas

using
an

ideas
m

ap
like

the
one

here
to

show
allthe

background
events

that
had

an
im

pact
on

the
conflict.

Be
sure

to
co

n
nect

sub-ideas.

1.
D

escribe
C

anada’s
original

role
in

the
V

ietnam
ese

conflict.

2.
H

ow
m

ight
such

a
role

becom
e

difficult,
given

C
anada’s

relationship
w

ith
the

U
nited

S
tates?

(C
onsider

such
factors

as
m

ilitary,
g
e
o

graphic,
and

econom
ic

ties,
as

w
ell

as
view

s
o

n
th

eC
o
ld

W
aran

d
other

issues.)

3.
W

hy
m

ight
the

C
anadian

governm
ent

feel
torn

betw
een

its
loyalty

to
its

A
m

erican
ally

and
its

com
m

itm
ent

to
the

International
C

ontrol
C

om
m

ission?
C

onsidering
the

w
orld

situation
in

1965,w
hat

approach
m

ight
the

C
anadian

governm
ent

have
taken?

—

H
ow

w
ould

such
“n

o
n

-n
eu

trality
”

affect
C

anadian—
A

m
erican

relatio
n
s?

O
th

er
counti

o
p
in

io
n
s

of
C

anadian
g
o
v

ern
m

en
t

policy?
E

su
re

to
ad

d
th

is
in

fo
rm

atio
n

to
th

e
o
rg

an
iz

you
created

at
th

e
start

of
S

ection
F

our.

T
h
ey

[C
an

ad
ian

IC
C

m
e
m

b
ers]

a
re

p
assin

g
o
n

[to
th

e
U

S
]

th
e
ir

first-h
a
n
d

o
b
se

rv
a
tio

n
s

o
f

N
o
rth

V
iet

N
am

o
f

th
e

effectiv
e

n
e
ss

o
f

U
S

b
o
m

b
in

g
a
tta

c
k
s

a
n
d

o
n

o
th

e
r

m
a
tte

rs
o

f
m

ilita
ry

sig
n

ifican
ce.

A
h
a
rsh

e
r

w
ay

o
f

p
u

ttin
g

it
is

th
a
t

th
e
y

a
re

fu
n

c
tio

n
in

g
a
s

sp
ies

w
h

en
th

e
y

a
re

su
p

p
o
se

d
to

b
e

s
e
r
v
in

g
as

in
te

rn
a
tio

n
a
l

civ
il

se
rv

a
n

ts

-

IID
iJf<

JU
JJ)l

1.
A

s
you

exam
ine

the
evidence

in
S

ection
Four,

consider
C

anada’s
position

on
the

co
n

flict
in

S
outheast

A
sia

and
the

options
its

governm
ent

had,given
its

close
econom

ic
and

political
ties

w
ith

the
U

nited
States.To

keep
track

of
your

ideas,
construct

an
Im

pact
O

rganizer
like

the
one

below
and

record
key

points
in

each
colum

n.

W
ORDS

TO
KNOW

fla
sh

p
o
in

t
su

ip
h

u
ro

u
s

h
e
g

e
m

o
n

y

n
e
u
tra

lity

Private
enterprise

(business,
industry)

d
e
s
e
rte

rs
o
rd

n
a
n
c
e

O
fficial

Secretor
unstated

governm
ent

governm
ent

policy
policy/attitude

Evidence
collected

from
sources

M
otivations

for
policy

Short-term
consequences

Long-term
consequences

Public
opiniol

&
N

i
’(O

N
i(E

T
h
e

V
ietn

am
W

ar:
Im

p
act

o
n

C
an

ad
ian

—
A

m
erican

R
elatio

n
s

_
_
_

_

p
a
rtitio

n
d

ra
ft

d
o
d
g
e
rs

in
flu

e
n
c
e

p
ed

d
lers

T
hink/P

air/S
hare:

O
n

your
ow

n,
think

about
the

question:
W

hat
do

you
believe

the
C

anadian
gov-

—
n

ernm
ent’s

position
should

be
w

ith
regard

to
inter-

0
national

conflicts?
Pair:

D
iscuss

this
question

w
ith

a
neighbour.

Share:
A

s
a

class,
discuss

your
opinions.

S
ending

m
ilitary

personnel
is

one
w

ay
to

help
resolve

an
arm

ed
conflict.

W
ith

a
partner,

brain-
storm

other
w

ays
in

w
hich

a
country

or
its

citizens
can

help
in

a
conflict

w
ithout

sending
troops.

In
1963,

L
ester

Pearson
and

the
L

iberals
w

on
the

federal
election,

replacing
John

D
iefen

baker
and

the
C

onsera
tives.

O
ne

of
Pearson’s

first
goals

w
as

to
to

resto
re

the
good

rela
tionship

C
anada

had
w

ith
the

U
nited

States
before

D
iefenbaker’S

adm
inistration.

It
O

O
fl

becam
e

evident
that

repairm
g

the
dam

age

w
ould

be
challenging

D
om

estically,
the

jSSU
è

_______

of
U

S
dom

ination
of

C
anada’s

culture
and

econom
y

reem
erged

Internationally,
the

grow
ing

involvem
C

flt°
the

U
nited

S
tates

iii ‘the

V
ietnam

W
ar

becaflie
a

flash
p
o
in

t
in

C
anad1°

A
m

erican
relationS.

.J”
IA

N
S

O
N

V
E

S
T

IG
A

T
E

D
C

H
A

P
T

E
R

S
IX

196O
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FOUR

C
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N
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flh
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N
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F
v
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IM
P

A
(T

rn
J

rA
N

A
flIA
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A

U
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N

D
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M
(

T
he

C
anadian

G
overnm

ent
and

th
e

V
ietnam

W
ar

The
C

anadian
G

overnm
entand

the
V

ietnam
iA

E
v
id

e
n
c
e
6
.
4

1

W
hat

d
o

es
th

e
in

set
m

ap
su

g
g
est

ab
o
u
t

th
e

strateg
ic

im
p

o
rtan

ce
of

V
ietnam

to
th

e
U

nited
S

tates
an

d
o
th

er
co

u
n
tries

in
th

e
W

est?

G
erald

Clark, associate
edi

ofthe
M

ontreal Star,w
r

Source:
Editorial,

M
ontreal

W
Star,

M
ay

9,
1967.


