
In
1956,

events
in

E
gypt

led
to

an
in

tern
atio

n
al

incident
w

ith
all

the
intrigue

of
a

H
ollyw

ood
b
lo

ck
buster—

including
secret

ag
ree

m
en

ts
and

su
rp

rise
invasions—

set
against

the
b
ack

d
ro

p
of

C
old

W
ar

politics
in

the
volatile

M
iddle

East.

C
om

pleted
in

1869,
the

S
uez

C
anal

runs
165

kilom
etres

through
E

gypt
to

join
th

e
M

editerranean
Sea

to
the

R
ed

Sea.

The Setting

W
hat w

as
the

intention
of

the
c
0
tr

5
w

ho
signed

the
treaty

in
E

vidence

544?
W

hy
did

they

consider
keeping

the

canal
under

international

control
to

be
im

portant?

Refer
to

E
vidence

5.43
for

som
e

ideas.

jn
O

ctober
29,

1888,
G

reat

B
ritain,

G
erm

any,
A

u
stria

hungary,
Spain,

F
rance,

Italy,

the
N

etherlands,
R

ussia,
and

T
urkey

signed
a

treaty
guaranteeing

free
access

to
the

Suez
M

aritim
e

C
anal.

B
ritain

signed
the

treaty
on

behalf
of

Egypt,
then

B
ritain’s

colony.

(Egypt
gained

independence
in

1922,
but

B
ritish

tro
o
p
s

rem
ained

in
the

S
uez

area
until

1955.)
In

the
beginning,

the
canal

w
as

ow
ned

by
B

ritain
and

France.
L

ater
and

u
n
til

1956,
it

w
as

adm
inistered

by
a

private
com

pany
ow

ned
m

ainly
by

B
rit

ain
and

F
rance.

By
1956,

the
S

uez
C

anal
w

as
the

busiest
ocean-to-ocean

w
ater

W
ay

in
the

w
orld.

B
ritain

and
France

considered
E

uropean
control

of
the

canal
essential

to
their

w
orldw

ide
trade.

H
ow

ever,
W

hen
B

ritain
and

the
U

nited
States

w
ithdrew

their
financial

S
upport

for
E

gypt’s
A

sw
an

D
am

P
roject

in
July,

E
gyptian

P
resi

dent
G

am
al

A
bdel

N
asser

responded
by

nationalizing
the

Suez
C

anal.
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4
E

xtracts
from

the
C

onvention
R

especting
the

Free
N

avigation
of

the
Suez

M
aritim

e
C

anal
(C

onvention
of

C
onstantinople),

O
ctober

29,
1888.

Article
I

T
h

e
S

u
ez

M
a
ritim

e
C

a
n

a
l

sh
a
ll

a
lw

a
y

s
b
e

free
a
n
d

o
p
en

,
in

tim
e

o
f

w
a
r

as
in

tim
e

o
f

p
eace,

to
e
v

e
ry

v
e
sse

l
o
f

co
m

m
erce

o
r

o
f
w

a
r

w
ith

o
u
t

d
istin

c
tio

n
o
f

flag
.

C
o
n
seq

u
en

tly
,

th
e

H
ig

h
C

o
n
tra

c
tin

g
P

a
rtie

s
a
g
re

e
n

o
t

in
a
n
y

w
a

to
in

te
rfe

re
w

ith
th

e
free

u
se

o
f

th
e

C
an

al,
in

tim
e

o
f

w
a
r

as
in

tim

o
f

p
eace.

T
h
e

C
an

al
sh

all
n
ev

er
b
e

su
b
jected

to
th

e
ex

ercise
o
f

th
e

rig
h

t
o
f

b
lo

ck
ad

e.

-
-
L

.L
..

.
-
1
S

e
-
.._

—
.
,
_
_
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A
rtic

le
IX

T
h
e

E
g
y

p
tia

n
G

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t

sh
all,

w
ith

in
th

e
lim

it
o

f
its

p
o

w
ers

a
n
d

u
n
d
e
r

th
e

co
n

d
itio

n
s

p
ro

v
id

e
d

fo
r

in
th

e
p
re

se
n
t

T
reaty

,
ta

k
e

th
e

n
e
c
e
ssa

ry
m

e
a
su

re
s

o
f

in
su

rin
g

th
e

e
x
e
c
u
tio

n
o
f

th
e

said

T
reaty

.

Source:
M

inistry
of

Foreign
A

ffairs,A
rab

R
epublic

of
E

9
Y

P
J

E
v
id

e
n
c
e

5

E
xtracts

from
th

e
D

ecree
of

the
P

resident
of

the
R

epublic
of

E
gypt on

the
N

ationaliza

tion
of

the
S

uez
C

anal
C

om
pany,

July
26,

1956.

Ifyou
w

ere
th

e
P

resid
en

t
of

E
gypt,

given
th

e
“in

tern
atio

n
al”

control
of

th
e

canal,
w

ould
you

have
co

n
sid

ered
n
atio

n
alizin

g
it?

W
hy

or
w

hy
not?

W
hy

w
o’

th
is

decision
be

im
p
o

rtan
t

to
N

asser?
C

om
pare

th
is

situ
atio

n
w

ith
C

anada’s

claim
to

th
e

A
rctic

w
aters.

(T
he

U
nited

S
tates

co
n
ten

d
s

th
at

th
e

A
rctic

w
ater

are
in

tern
atio

n
al,

an
d

th
erefo

re
its

ships
sh

o
u
ld

have
free

access
to

them
.)

A
rtic

le
I

T
h

e
U

n
iv

e
rsa

l
C

o
m

p
an

y
o
f

th
e

S
u
ez

M
a
ritim

e
C

an
al

(E
g

y
p

tia
n

jo
in

t-sto
c
k

co
m

p
an

y
)

is
h

e
re

b
y

n
a
tio

n
a
liz

e
d
.

A
ll

its
a
sse

ts,
rig

h
ts

a
n
d

o
b
lig

atio
n
s

a
re

tra
n

sfe
rre

d
to

th
e

N
atio

n
[E

g
y
p
t]

a
n
d

all
th

e

o
rg

a
n
iz

a
tio

n
s

a
n
d

c
o
m

m
itte

e
s

th
a
t

n
o

w
o
p
e
ra

te
its

m
a
n
a
g
e
m

e
n
t

a
re

h
e
re

b
y

d
isso

lv
ed

.

S
to

c
k
h
o
ld

e
rs

a
n
d

h
o

ld
e
rs

o
f

fo
u

n
d

ers’
sh

a
re

s
sh

a
ll

b
e

c
o
m

p
e
n
sa

te
d

.
.
.

in
a
c
c
o
rd

a
n
c
e

w
ith

th
e

v
a
lu

e
o
f

sh
a
re

s
sh

o
w

n
in

th
e

clo
sin

g
q
u

o
ta

tio
n

s
o
f

th
e

P
a
ris

S
to

ck
E

x
ch

an
g

e
o

n
th

e
d

ay

p
re

c
e
d
in

g

-
_
_
*
-

0
g

p
&

s
S

-
,
-

jS
.

A
rtic

le
III

T
h
e

a
sse

ts
a
n
d

rig
h
ts

o
f

th
e

n
a
tio

n
a
liz

e
d

co
m

p
an

y
in

th
e

R
ep

u
b
lic

o
f

E
g
y
p

t
a
n
d

a
b

ro
a
d

,
a
re

h
e
re

b
y

fro
z
e
n

Source:
Paul

E. Zinner, “D
ocum

ents
on

A
m

erican
Foreign

R
elationS

1957,”
Intern ational

A
ffairs

(Royal
Institute

of
International

A
ffairs), Vol.

35,
N

o.
3

(1959),
pp. 410—

411.
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THE
SUEZ

CANAL
CRISIS:

HOW
SIGNIFICANT

W
AS

PEARSON’S
ROLE

IN
PRESERVING

W
ORLD

PEACE?

o
m

M
iIM

RKA
SIN1iiFLAiLC

L
W

ORDS
The

Suez
Canal Crisis: H

ow
I

TO
KNOW

v
o
la

tile

nationalization
Significantw

as
Pearson’s

Role
v
io

la
te

m
in

is
try

expropriation
in

Preserving
W

orld
Peace?

p
ro

to
c
o

l

u
ltim

a
tu

m

a
b
sta

in
in

g
E

v
id

e
n

c
e

5
.4

3
1.

W
ith

a
partner,

list
ev

ery
thing

you
know

about
C

anada
and

p
eacek

eep
ing.W

hy
do

you
believe

peacekeeping
is

signifi-
rn

cant
(consider

the
criteria

e
for

H
istorical

Significance)
for

C
anada?

2.
B

rainstorm
a

second
list

of
w

hat
you

need
to

find
out

about
peacekeeping

to
com

plete
your

assessm
ent

Z
of

its
significance.W

hen
you

have
finished

S
ection

Four,
return

to
your

assess
m

ent
and

add
to

it.
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The trisis:
N

tionaIization
oftue

Suez
C

anal

Did
nationalization

ofthe
Suez

C
anal

violat(
the

C
onvention

of
C

onstintinople?

R
ed

Sea

t
h

J
i
i

L
ooking

at
th

e
tab

le,
su

g
g
est

w
h
at

m
ad

e
th

e
S

uez
C

anal
so

im
p

o
rtan

t.

From

F
To

D
istance

(N
autical

M
iles)

Suez
Canal

Cape
ofGood

Hope
Saving

RasTanura, SaudiArabia
NewYork,USA

8281
11

794
30.0%

Jeddah, SaudiArabia
Liverpool,UK

3902
10

702
63.5%

M
um

bai, India
Rotterdam

,N
etherlands

6337
10

743
41.0%

M
um

bai, India
M

arseille,France
4558

10
362

56.0%

Shanghai, China
G

enoa,Italy
8670

13
619

36.3%

S
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A
dapted

from
R

afim
ar

International
M

ultim
odal

T
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