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U
nem

ploym
ent rates

p
eak

ed
in

1933,
w

ith
over

h
alfa

m
illion

unem
ployed.

F
Source:

D
ata

from
R

eport
of

the
R

oyal
C

om
m

ission
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D
om

inion—
Provincial

)
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R
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(R
ow

ell—
Sirois

R
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T
h
e

1930s
are

o
ften

described
as

the
G

reat
D

epression,
and

during
those

years
the

econom
y

d
o
m

in
ated

politics
in

C
anada

and
abroad.

A
t

the
height

of
the

D
epression,

m
illions

of
people

aro
u
n
d

the
w

orld
w

ere
out

of
w

ork.

•
Asyou

learn
about the

D
epression, sortthe

causes
and

consequences
into

short-term
and

long-term
, and

then
rank

them
w

ith
respectto

their im
pacton

various
historicalpersons/groups.

I
Asyou

read,selectevidence
thatexplainsthe

values and
beliefs

ofsom
e

C
anadians

during
the

1930s.

In
resp

o
n
se

to
a

R
oyal

C
om

m
ission

rep
o

rt
on

the
D

epression’s
financial

challenges,
the

federal
governm

ent
in

tro
d
u
ced

the
B

ank
o
f

C
anada

A
ct

in
1934,

w
hich

created
a

central
b
an

k
“to

regulate
credit

and
currency

in
the

b
est

in
terests

of
the

econom
ic

life
of

the
nation.”

B
efore

1934,
ch

artered
banks

had
reg

u
lated

their
ow

n
credit

and
set

their
ow

n
lending

rates.
G

overnm
ents

tried
a

\ariety
of

strateg
ies

to
help

u
n
em

ployed
people

survive,
including

such
new

ideas
as

w
elfare

paym
ents,

relief
cam

ps,
and

P
rim

e
M

inister
R

.B
.

B
ennett’s

“N
ew

D
eal,”

w
hich

included
a

m
inim

um
w

age
and

em
p

lo
y

m
en

t
insurance.

W
orkers

tried
to

organize
for

b
etter

co
n
d
i

tions
and

w
ages,

b
u

t
the

su
rp

lu
s

of
labour

m
ade

achieving
this

goal
a

struggle.
T

he
G

reat
D

ep
ressio

n
h
ad

a
p
ro

fo
u
n
d

effect
on

C
an

adian
attitu

d
es

tow
ard

people
w

ho
w

ere
unem

ployed
and

the
role

th
at

governm
ents

should
play

in
people’s

lives.
B

y

A
s

th
e

D
ep

ressio
n

sp
read

acro
ss

th
e

w
orld,th

e
effects

in
C

an
ad

a
w

ere
felt

p
articu

larly
d

eep
ly

by
p
ro

v
in

ces
th

at
d

ep
en

d
ed

on
ex

p
o

rtin
g

p
rim

ary
g

o
o

d
s

(such
as

w
h
eat,

lum
ber,fish,

p
o
tato

es)
to

fo
reig

n
m

ark
ets. T

he
D

ep
ressio

n
w

as
fu

rth
er

d
eep

en
ed

in
th

e
U

S
an

d
C

anadian
W

est
by

d
ro

u
g

h
t,

m
assive

d
u
st

sto
rm

s,
an

d
p
lag

u
es

of
g
rassh

o
p
p
ers

th
at

could
d

estro
y

a
field

of
w

h
eat

in
m

in
u
tes.

FosterHewittbroadcastthe
first hockey

gam
e

on
radio

from
M

aple
LeafGardensinToronto.

Seven-m
onth

m
iners’strike

in
CrowsnestPass,BC.

the
end

of
the

1930s,
m

any

,snadi8.flS
had

concluded
th

at

unem
P

b0Y
r1t

w
as

not
the

fault
of

those
w

ho
w

ere
u

n
em

ployed
and

th
at

governm
ents

,hO
U

1d
intervene

w
here

n
eces

sary
to

im
prove

the
lives

of

those
w

ho
w

ere
suffering.

N
ew

political
parties,

in
clu

d

ing
the

Social
C

redit
P

arty,
the

com
m

unist
P

arty
of

C
anada,

the
U

niO
n

N
ationale,

the
R

eco
n

struction
P

arty,
and

the
C

C
F

(w
hich

you
w

ill
read

about
in

Section
O

ne),
w

ere
created

in
an

attem
pt

to
provide

new
so

lu

tions
to

the
econom

ic
ch

al

[enges
of

the
D

epression
E

vidence
3.3,

3.4,
3.5,

and
3.6).

T
his

chapter
focuses

on
four

issues
that

allow
you

to
in

ter

pret
the

evidence
and

judge
for

yourself
the

im
pact

th
at

the
1930s

had
on

C
anada

and
on

C
anadians.

•
SECTION

ONE
CAUSE

AND
CONSEQUENCE

TREATM
ENT

OF
THE

UNEM
PLOYED

DURING
THE

DEPRESSION

SECTION
TW

O
CONTINUITY

AND
CHANGE

THL
DIONNE

QUINTUPLETS:
CELEBRITY—

BLESSING
OR

CURSE?

I
SECTION

THREE
HISTORICAL

PERSPECTIVE
CANADA,IM

M
IGRATION,

AND
JEW

ISH
REFUGEES

I
SECTION

FOUR
CAUSE

AND
CONSEQUENCE

COULt)THE
LEAGUE

OF
NATIONS

HAVE
M

ADE
A

DIFFERENCE?

A
tthe

beginning
of

th
e

19305, th
ere

w
ere

tw
o

m
ajor

political
parties:

th
e

L
iberals

and
the

C
onservatives. In

th
e

federal
election

of
1935,

alo
n
g

w
ith

173
L

iberals
and

39
C

onservatives,
17

Social
C

redit,
seven

CCF, and
one

R
econstruction

m
em

bers
w

ere
elected.B

y
th

e
end

of
th

e
1930s,“third

p
arties”

had
b
eco

m
e

a
fact

of
C

anadian
political

life.

W
I

M
ackenzie

King
and

Liberals
form

ed
the

governm
ent.

G
erm

any
invaded

the
R

hineland.

H
enry

H
erb

ert
S

tevens
w

as
leader

of
the

R
econ

struction
Party,

w
hich

he
created

in
1934.

A
form

er
C

onservative
M

P
and

cabinet
m

inister,
S

tevens
argued

for
significant

governm
ent

intervention
in

the
econom

y
and

for
econom

ic
reform

.
O

ther
ideas

included
public

w
orks

such
as

com
pleting

the
T

rans-C
anada

H
ighw

ay
and

the
establishm

ent
of

national
housing. T

he
R

econstruction
Party

n
o
m

i

nated
174

candidates
in

the
1935

election,
but

only

S
tevens

w
on

a
seat. T

he
party

w
as

soon
disbanded,

and
S

tevens
returned

to
the

C
onservative

Party.
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I
n

tr
o

d
u

c
tio

n

L

W
illiam

“B
ible

B
ill”

A
berhart,

a
C

algary
school

teacher,
re

broadcaster,
and

founder
of

the
Social

C
redit

Party,
believe

C
anada’s

econom
ic

problem
s

w
ere

th
e

result
of

under-con:
tion

and
could

be
solved

by
giving

citizens
“social

dividenc
A

berhart
prom

ised
every

adult
in

A
lberta

$25
per

m
onth.

I
he

w
as

elected
prem

ier
of

A
lberta.

In
th

at
sam

e
year,

th
e

S
C

redit
P

arty
w

on
15

of
A

lberta’s
17

seats
in

th
e

federal
elec

—
-
-
—

Note:ExcludesNewfoundland.
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Per
C

apita
Incom

e
by

Province,
1928—

1929,1933

E
v

id
e
n
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e

3
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A
t

the
beginning

of
the

D
epression,

th
e

C
om

m
unist

P
arty

of
C

anada,
led

by
T

im
B

uck,
grew

in
stren

g
th

b
ecau

se
it

offered
practical

help.
For

exam
ple,

it
advocated

for
th

e
right

of
d

estitu
te

C
anadians

of
C

hinese
d
escen

t
to

receive
social

assistance
and

organized
w

orkers
in

relief
cam

ps
to

fight
for

b
etter

conditions.
H

ow
ever,

P
rim

e
M

inister
B

ennett,
like

m
any

C
anadians,

feared
com

m
unism

and
th

e
th

reat
it

posed
to

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t.
In

1931,
he

declared
th

e
C

om
m

unist
P

arty
illegal.

S
even

of
its

m
em

bers,
including

B
uck,

w
ere

sent
to

jail.T
he

party
w

as
legalized

in
1936,

only
to

be
banned

again
in

1940.
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IIIRelief Act pa
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M
aurice

D
uplessis,

o
n
e

of
th

e
founders

in
1935

of
th

e
U

nion
N

ationale.
In

1936,
D

uplessis,
running

as
a

reform
er

w
ith

su
p

from
rural

com
m

unities,
sm

all
businesses,

and
francophone

P
C

atholics,
led

the
U

nion
N

ationale
to

victory
in

the
Q

uebec
el

D
uplessis

blam
ed

the
D

epression
on

E
nglish-speaking

ow
ner

businesses
in

Q
uebec

and
prom

ised
to

defend
the

French
Ian

religion,
and

culture
against

E
nglish

C
anada.
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RB. B
ennettand

C
onservatives

form
ed

the
governm

ent.
Statute

ofW
estm

instercam
e

into
effect.

-

Trans-Canada
Airlines (1(A)founded

Germ
any

invaded
Czechoslovakia;

by
an

ActofParliam
ent.

Canada
declared

w
aron

G
erm

any.

A
NationalFilm

Board
created.

—
1N

J
Q

N
JI

i]iJ6


